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Angcels and Amazons

ficld had been admitted to the bar in fowa. Mrs. Mans-
field who had apparently “read” 1 a private ofhee, ac-
complished this feat without oppusition. The exam-
mers endorsed hier in these wordes:

Your committee take unusual pleasure in recommending
the adinission of Mrs. Manshield, not only because she 1s
the first lady who has applicd for this authority in this state,
but beewuse in her examination she has given thie very best
rebuke possible to the imputation thut ladics cannot quality
for the practise of Taw,

Ada AL Bivenbender in #Fomen in Law says:

The statute under whiteh e was adimitted provided only
for the admission of “any white naale persan,” hat there
was also @ scetion whiclh allowed “words Iimporung the
masculing gender only may be extended to females.”” And
Ars. Maushicld wirites me that the presiding judge said very
sipnilicantly that when any of those restrictive words did a
manifest injustice to Individuals, the court was Justified in
construing statutes as extending to others not expressly -
cluded in them

Yoeuat that very tinwe, the THineis har refased adnas-
sion to Myra Bradwell of Chicago o the grounds that:

1—As o marrvicd wornan her cenoracts would not be
hinding.

2—Adinission of a fomale attorney would not be in
accord with the common law.

3—To license a woman would be to admit that women
should be governors, judges and sheritis; and that,
the court was unwilling to admit,

g~ Drelicacy” of the female sex would be endangered.

s—Influence of women fawyers on fadministration of
justice” would be a question that only experience
could answer.

Mrs, Bradwell appealed to the Supreme Court of
the United States which reaftiemed the judgment of
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the Hlinots Court. 1t happened ihar o 1868, oles,
Bradwell had founded the Chicago Legal News, anild
so when, 1872, the Himois Legistature enacted bt
“no person shull be precluded or debarred from any
accupation, professiun, or cemployment {eacept mili-
tary) ou account of sex,” she was so busy with edi-
torial-legal work that she did not renew hec applicauen
for admission to the bar. However, she achieved a poc-
sonal trivmplhi—in 18yo, the Supreme Court of 1l
nots admitted her onits own motion,

Columbia College closed the door of 1ty Lo sehoaod
to Lemma Burkaloo, and she entered Washington Ui
versity 1n St Louis e 1809, Tler nume does not appuear
on the list of graduates, but she was adoned o ithe
Supreme Court of NMissouri in 1870 'The Ghicago Fow
Iimes cited ber as the fivst woman in this countiv o
try a case i court. Not exactly trac, that-—Niistress
Margaret Brene in NMuaryland had anticipated hee by
nearly two centuries!

Now they come thick and fast, Sava hilygore, the see-
ond woman to receive an LB, was graduated Ol
the University of Michigan in 8710 Then vones
Phabe Couzins, o graduate of Washington Univer-
sity, admitred to the bar in 1871 NMiss Couzins neva
practised but acted as deputy under Loy father, wihog
was o United States marshal, Achis deafi, she vecervad
an appointnent to (111 has unexpived e,

The fegal annals of 1873 recocd a trimph and o e
buff. Ohio admitted two sisters, the Misses Crondsc, o
Tiilin, Ohio, to practise 1 the State Courts, M.
Nellie Cronise married a fellow-stadent, N. B, Luuwes,
who is quoted 1 Lelia ). Robinson’s Green Dag s
writing:

They have won their standing ac the bar solely wjpon
their merits as lawyers i every-day practice, and the fact
that they are women scoms to have aliost Tost sipht
of, so [ar as thar practice as lawyers s concerned,
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But Alta M. Hulett's story diffuses a tragic pathos,
Brilliant and beloved, she studicd in law ofiices 1 Chi-
cago for about two years. The state refused her admis-
ston to the bar but in 1373 she herself secured the
passage of a new law which admitied her. She estab-
lished a lucrative law practice- -and died four years
later.

The fight went on; characteristically, through a
sertes of irritating refusals and unexpected triumphs.
The Circuit Court of Rock County, Wisconsin, admit-
ted Liuvinia Goodell to the local bar in 1874, Buat the
Wisconsin Supreme Court refused ber admission when
she applied in 1875 The words of the decision illus-

triate perfectly thar craceful combination of coregious-
ness and condescension) typifying one kind of muaseu-
line thinking, which so infuriated fhizabeth Cady
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony and which continued to
induriate women until thor enfranchisement.,

We cannot but think the conimon law wise in excluding
women from the profession of the hiw. o . 0 The Low of
natare destines and gualities the Touale sex for the bearnng
and nurture of the children of cur vace and for the custody
of the homes. o o o And all Blelong callings of wonien,
inconsistent with these radival wmd sacred dutices of therr
sex, as i the profession of the lvw, wre departures from the
order of nature. . . . The cruel chiiinees of Tl sometimes
baflic both sexes, and muy leave women free from e
peculiar dutics of their sex. These may need employment,
and should be welcome to any not derogatory to their sex
and proprictics. . . . But it is public policy to provide for
l’}lC SEX L . :lild ot 1o [L‘”l})t YVWOLITCEH fI'Uln tllC lil'()l}(ir
duties of thelr sex by opening to than duties peculiar to
ours. . . . The peculiar qualities of womanhood, its gentie
praces, its quick sensibility, its tender susceptibility, its
purity, its delicacy, its emotional hnpulses, its subordina-
tion of bard reason to sympathetic feching, are surcly not
qualifications for forensic strife. .. o Tt would be revolt-
i to alt fonale sense of the innocence and sanctity of thieir
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sex, shocking to man’s reverence for womanhood .. Ll
wonan should be permitted to mix professionally in " 6o
nastiness of the world which fnds its way into courts of
justice. '

However, out of all this exquisite consideration
swiftly emerged a Iw making women eligible o prac-
tice; and the Wisconsin Supreme Court had relue-
tantly to sully womanhood by admitting Niss Goodell
i i$7s.

Next come Tabitha AL Holton, of Dobson, Norih
Caroling, admitted o the bar and pructice in Dobason
o878 Faura deiforce Gardon, o a8y9; Mors. | ML
Kellogg, Lelia Robinson, Nariile M. Richer, Bossic
Bradwell and Muary Hall in 18525 Carrie B, Kilpore
in 1883; Lettic L. Burlingame in 1886 later Califor-
nia provides us with three names, Llizabeih Keaney
and Catharine MoeRenna of Los Angeles and Mars
Anne Geeene of Pasadena; and Colorado joins in with
Florence Lathrop and Mrso I Jean Nelson Peaticld.

Fhose are mercly names. But as in the case ol all
ploneers, cach carcer 1 a separate strugyle, blasing now
and interesting trails.

Of Laura delforee Gordon, toy instance, we read
that after she had helped pass a bill i (he Tesislature
cnabling wonen to practice faw, Hastings College of
Law, San Francisco, refused ber admission, She ols-
tained @ writ of mandamus and [Tastings College Lad
to yield. The har admited her in 1876, She specialized
in craminal Low. When she won o verdict of ot
gullty” dn her nwost famous case, The People vs.
Sproule, the men in the courtroonm chieered ;) the wonen
cried and the jurymen, half weeping themselves, joined
i the applause.

Of Lelia Robinson, we Tearn that in 18748 she enterod
Boston University  this instiiation held always a dib-
eral attitude wward women ook the regular three:
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years' course and was graduated in 1881, The bar re-
fused her adinission on the grounds of sex. Whereupon
the wormen went to work on the Massachusetts Legisla-
ture and changed the taw.

deemingly without a struggle, Marilla ML Ricker
was adnntted to the bar in the District of Columbia in
D.Iay, 1882, and was appointed Compussioner and Ifx-
aminer in C hitncery by the Disuict Supreme Court.

Bessie Bradwell’s mother studied Law with her hus-
band and passed the Chicago har examinations in 186y
but of course at that carly date the courts refused her
admission on the grounds of sex. Bessie, however, was
araduated from the Union Law C c)ilcm, ol € lm.wu n
1882, She was the oratoe of her class ot Colnmence-
ment.

Mary Hall) of Hartford, Conneeticut, tricd o pric-
tise both in '\1danﬂbhubbt‘[s in 1881 and in Connecticut
in 1882, She dpp]l(‘d to the Superior Court of Hart-
ford County in 1882 for admission and was dLLLplL d.
In its decision, the Superior Court sounded a pleasant
new note when 1t 5;1id:

All progress insoctal matters s gradual, We pass almost
imperceptibly from a state of public opinion that utterly con-
demns some course of action o one that strongly approves
it. . .. We are not to forget that the statutes are to be
construed as {ar as possible i Goor of cquality of
rights. .

Carrie B. Kilgore, of Philadelphia, uimil i8go the
Unly woman to zain a B.AL dcgjn-c from the Univer-
ﬂty of Pennsylvantia, was one of the first women to

apply for adimission to the bar and one of the tast to
win it. The Orphans’ Court admitted her in 1883, the
Court of Common Pleas i 1854 and the Supreme
Court i 1886, When her hushand died, all his clicns,
cacept one, asked her to carry on his business, At one
tine, she acted as solicitor of o corpuration,
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Lettie L., Burlingame, of Jolict, Tilinois, receivad
her degree from Ann Arbor in 1880, and was admiwed
to the NMichigan bar. She opened an oilice in her hone
in 1588 and achieved a remarkable suceess. Te s amus-
ing to read that she said, speaking of the kindiess and
the encouragmyg attitude of the prolessors ut Ann
Arbor, “One of them used to arouse my indignaiion
by picking out casy questions (o ask us women.” "1his
too sounds a new note.

NMary Aane Greene was one of twvo women to Jdeliyer
an address upon the same platform with leading jii
sty of {durope and Ameriea ar the World ¢
Jurisprudence in Chicago in 1803, She was abva the
first woman o contribute t the Clwerican §oaw R
VLW,

Muary Flovence Lathivop, who becunie o recouni ol
authority on probate law and on titles o real estate,
was the first woman member and the fiest wonan ofii-
cer 1 the American Bac Association, Mrs, 12,0 Jean
Nelson Penficld, her comrade as a pioncer in Colo-
rado, had won the interstate college oratorical coatest
in 189z, the only woman who had over taken that
honor.

len Spencer Mussey”s career stands out i the e
nals of women and the L,

Norss Mussey went to Washington in 1606, There ohie
attendad her st wonum sullrage mocting, s s,
all the grear women of the movement appeared, Suan
B. Anthony presiding. Mrso NMussey says, “Lsat aest (o
Lucretia Mott, the Quukeress, and before Tong <he
turncd to me and said, “Fhee is frightened,” and | bl o
admit that Twas” Murs. Mussey accomplished so nuny
magnifreent things in the District of Columbia that her
recorder has to take to the catalogue method. Firsi of
atl, for twenty-five years she acted as attorney {or the
Legations of Norway and Sweden, When thie Disiriet
Courts admitted women, she engaged as active consel
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in cases of criminal aud civit Jaw, equity and probate.
It was hier work that chianged the Laws in the District
of Columbia, giving mothers cogual guacdianship with
futhers over therr children, Stie drafted aad st pre-
sented o Congress a bill which is now a law, to grant
marricad wonien the right to their own carnings, She
draficd and first presented to Congress a bill which is
now a law to grant married wowen the right to 1adi-
vidual citizenship. She helped to found the Washing-
ton Collepe of Tasy in 1590, served as it first active
dean, and started i with a class of three women at her
owit oflice. She founded the Women’s Bar Association
of the District of Columibia. Twice she served on the
[ocal councl of the American Bar Association.

Last of all though she antedates many of these
other women --comes  the brilliant carcer of Belva
Lockwood, the first of her sex admitted to the bar of
the United States Supreme Court,

sorn 1n Royvalton, New York, Belva Lockwoeod be-
gan te teach at fourteen, herself carning the moeney to
go to an academy in her native town. She married
a Mo NMoeNatl After four yewrs, her husband died
Ieaving her with a daughier. Ustig the Hiode moncey he
lefe her, shie studicd Tor o time ai Genesee Collepe,
After that, she taupht at Lockport Tinton School wnd
Guainsville Sendnary s finally oponcd her ovn Semi-
nary £t Oswego, New York, fno 15868, she movad o
Washington, D, C., opened a school, mareied the Rev.
Izekict Lockwvaod, About that time, she becaime in-
terested in the law, She applicd for admission to the
legal course at Columbia College, which refused lier
on the ground “that her presence 1n the classes would
distract the young men.” So she entered Syracuse Uni-
versity—~already co-educational--received her AL M.
degree, went from there to the National University
Law School from which she received her LL.B. de-
gree. After much manipulation and agitation, the bar
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aterature of Towe N B RO Shay wrote Staddent’s Guide
to Gowmon Law Pleading: Telia Robinson, T o
Made Fasy and Taw of fhwsband and 17 77fe; Catha-
rie Vo Wante edited the Ghicago Law Fimes and
Myra Bradwell, the Chicago Legal Noews: Buesi
Bradweli Helmer compiled ten volumes of Bradweel!
dAdppellate Court Reports; Corn Benson acted as Taw
editor for the West Publishing Company of St Paul.

Two important organizakions of women lawvers
emerged from this Last quarter of the Nineteenth Cen-
tury. The Fquity Club, composed of women studenis
and graduates of the Law Depariment of Michipun
University, came into existence i 1856 the Wonen's
[nternational Bar Association, in it The Women's
International Bar Association worked tor (cur objec-
tives: opening law schools to women; renoen B
bilitics to udmitting worien to the Barg secuting i Lot
ter legal status; disseminatimg knowledee concornings
that status. Censtantly, this body exerted pressuie on
those states which barred the Bar to women. By ihe
muiddle niieties; twenty-three had yielded, The sitaa-
tion had its oddities. New York State, birthplace of
woman's rights and wonnn swtlvage, in so nuny other

things a ceatre of liberality, lone turned a forbidding
countenanee on the asprration of women Livwyers, In
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1866, Kate Swncman of Albany gained adoussion; but
only uander a special Dill When the Cornell and Buf-
falo lavw schools oponed o swomen, none cnrolled--
what was the use whien they could not take the Bar ex-
aminations? In the spiric of protest, probably, Dr.
Irmily Kempin established w law school for wonien in
New York. Her graduates took their examinations be-
fore commitices of promiacent jurists who disagreed
with the spirit of the state laws. When they passed, Dr.
Kempin flaunted the statutes by conferring LI 3. de-
grees publicly. She had the backing of a Woman’s Law
School Association on whaose Dist of visitors appeiars a
familiar name— she of the hundred talents, Dr. Mary
Pumam Jacobis Finadly, in the fate ainctes the fet-
tered Portias moved on the Stete Legislatere and pried
their way ioto the profession.

o 1842, the United Srates had {ifty-six women at-
torneys, thirty one of thens graduntes fronn Lnw schools.
Ly the end of the century there veere one thouwsund and
ten. ot wll of them practiced. Some stadied lasw, as
do many men, as a prelimimiory education for husiness,
Atany of then worked for the tegal periodicals. Also,
a new sub profession wis rising ta the big fivts of the
meteopolitan cities the office manager or general sce-
retary. Women were sceping into this specialty; and a
thorough knowledge of ithe commodity with which
they dealt helped their efliciency and advancement.
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