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but it  for the United States io inaugurate the

era of the woman lawyer of today. And   so short a

time ago, for the woman lawyer in the abstract has not yet

attained her  that  novelty of her very existence

has scarcely begun to wear off. and the newspapers publish

and republish little floating items about  lawyers along

with those of the latest sea-serpent. the popular idea seeming

to be that the one is about as real as  other,
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Ms. Laura De  Gordon of Stockton, Cali-
fornia, attended the  session of the

California legislature to report on its pro-
ceedings for a newspaper. At that ses-

sion, according to Ms. Robinson, she
“assisted in procuring the passage of
an act permitting women to 

. law.” She went on to a successful
practice, much of it in the area of
criminal defense.
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fession.  nave been very few   by me in

which there has not Seen some word   of

the courtesy  and cordial   which 

have been  into the legal   our brothers of the

bench, the bar.  the law school:  one letter expresses

what I  many  have   rhe writer says.

speaking of the   and  shown towards

her by both  and classmates.    perhaps the

better  since it was in marked contrast to the treat-

ment then received by ladies in the medical department of the

University.  In  p/aces the public is slow  entrust legal

business to women attorneys; in others it readily does so, as

some of  testimony contained in this paper abundantly

proves. But  time. sooner or later, the lawyer everywhere who

deserves success and can both work and wait to win it, is sure

to achieve it. -the  no less than the man. a

 from “Women Lawyers in the United States” by

Lelia J. Robinson, an 1881 graduate of Boston University School

of Law, published in the  issue of  Green 

oston University has strongly favored coeducation

from its foundation, and all of its departments have

been open to women. In 1874, Miss Elizabeth G.

Daniels, of Hyde Park, this State, was a student in the Law

School, but did not graduate. She married, and I have not been

able to learn her name or address, In 1877 Miss Mary 

Sturgess, of Mansfield, Ohio, was enrolled as a student. She

did not graduate, and has never been admitted to the bar nor

practised, but she writes me that her legal training is of great

advantage to her in the management of her estate.

In the following year, 1878, the writer of this paper entered

the school, took the regular three years’ course, and graduat-

ed with the usual degree in  About the time of graduation

she duly applied for examination for admission to the bar; but

her application was referred to the Supreme Court, before

whom the question was submitted on briefs. The following

November the rescript came down, holding that under the

statute a woman could not be admitted to the bar. (1) Shortly

afterward the Legislature passed a unanimous bill permitting

women to practise law on the same conditions as men. (2)

She then took the examination, and was admitted to Suffolk

County Bar in June, 1882. The next year the Legislature

extended the powers of women attorneys by authorizing their

appointment to a newly created office termed special com-

missioner, which enabled them to administer oaths, take

depositions, affidavits, and acknowledgments. (3) This act

was made necessary by the decision of our Supreme Court

that a woman could not be appointed a Justice of the Peace.

(4) This act was further extended last year, the powers of a

special commissioner being more fully defined, and the

authority to issue summonses for witnesses added. (5) Since

her admission to the bar she has been in constant practice in

Boston, with the exception of the time that she practised in

Seattle, Wash., during which she had the remarkable experi-

ence of trying cases before mixed juries of men and women,

and some time also which was spent in the preparation and

publication of a book intended to give rudimentary information

on legal subjects to the public at large.


