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serial form m the Clucago Lane Revrers, His lenuthy articie
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- obimon was exceptional
own e, naving been the nng woman admneted e the
Muassachusers bar (FHer story s related on page 7.) I her
article, Robircon chronicled the professional tortunes ot
more thar oioe hundred women who had studied Lo
were praciging law, or had atempred to pracuce law bv
FROO. Many of them were, like Robinson, the hrstin

thetr states 0 Jdo soo In her inrroductory paragraphs, she
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otfers a tongue-in-cheek overview of the American

female Tawversstatus in the 1380y

but itremained for the United States io inaugurate the
era of the woman lawyer of today. And thiswas so short a
time ago, —for the woman lawyer in the abstract has not yet
attained her mayority,—that the novelty of her very existence
has scarcely begun to wear off. and the newspapers publish
and republish little floating items about :vamen lawyers along
with those of the latest sea-serpent. the popular idea seeming

to be that the one is about as real as the other,

There were quite probably many wonen “practicing” the
i in the cedio. Zefmud dng sluncies, o 1 tachers long
betore women were acknowledged as lawvers. According to
Robinson, the frcwoman adnteeed to the bar in the Unit-
ed States “or in the modernworld™ was Mis, Belle A
Muanstield, whe was admieeed to the bar of Towsaom | 360,

Ropirson repors,

The statute uncer which stre was sonnited provided oniy
for the admussion 2f “any winte mare cerson. ;ut there vas
aiSe the section common to mosr camaiiar2as of starures, that
‘words importing the masculine gender :7i:v may be 2xtenced

to fermale.” Ang Yirs. Mansfield writes me ‘55t he presiding

judge said very sigmificantly that when any 27 those resircnve
words did a manifest injustice to individuals. the court vas ;us-
fified in construing statutes as extending to thers nor exoress-

Iy included in them.

tn this denehoul arvcle, Leba Robivon documents the
tortunes ot saite of hrr colleagues with iumnaring inee-
dotes. Many had studied Taw 1 an ofmies and ook the bar
exant without & b degree {as was common for men in
those davs). Few law schools accepred wonien —paracularly
chose 11 the south and ease-—and sore v her conners had
gone west o wer 1 degree. (See Robmsonsow 11 sworv tor
reterence to the School oflaw:) To quore Robinson, “The
East was slower than the West t o recogmize wornien as
lawyers” OF these women she contacted who were praceic-
mg v a numberwere in private pracoce. many tormed
partnerships with their husbands, and not a tew lert L
practice itself to join the plattorm on temperance. These
woulen were proneers ina world that often ridiculed and
scorned their effores, and many taced innumerable barriers to
success. For example, a Miss Ada Lee was adimitted to the
bar in 1883 in St. Chir County in Michigan. In i 884 she
was nominated tor the office of Circuie Court Commission-
er by the Republican. Democratie, and Greenback parties,
with no solicitanon for the nomination: and she was duly
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elected. recening the entre
vore cast i the counny, She
pertormed the dunes of this
othee. and held ic undl the
expiranion of her rerny,
despire the fact thar thirteen
suirs were bestinn 0 oust

n‘it'T. thl’ll‘ig which time oo

hundred and <eventeen cases
were tried betore her

Miss Lavinu Goodell, the A

woman adnneted o the bar in Wis-

consin, becamie the I'OLL'\ ot CONIIOVEY

a5 her adission was opposed by the Chicf]usticc of the
Wisconsin Supremie Court. According to Raobinson, “he
lowed himselt o depart fonn the leal potr ac isue
Jiscuss che qnmr:m: of "Woran™ Sehere” from a standpot:

O ORISNIE CUOICINY UL uuT of i proper sphiere as

Formaele mor Goodell, the Wie -

s easdature pased o law slows Cadimidon ol

wonten. Unrormimacely Mo Goedad ied onlyv a s veans

Arter sednning pracile i berarnivie Rabinson guores the

rolloswing o Toe fndeneinicnt,
el !

The Cricags Journal 508 -he sary death of Miss
LIVHIA Guogel. ©ne JHSCONSIN | 3WYEr Jungesis the query
whether women ir2 ipie [0 2AGure the ~ard usage ng severs
mental appheIica Aeiceniai o 1 agni arclfessional carser.

Miss Juodell vas “orty-ane y2ars rige Henry Armilt 3rowa
the noted youra 3wver of Phifageicnis. vied recently at thirry -
hero. We wouic ke 10 suggest the query wnether men dare 3618
to endure the hara usage, 2tc. One swallow coes not make 3
swmmer.

s Clarrre B Kalgore of Philade

wonen m the couney to apply o fhc Bar, but it ook her

Tt was one ot the mne
more than Trvears o mn adanision, She Ascapphed in
Pennsvhvanu m a7 was refised, \ucd the Board of Exam-
mers. ried o wr the leaslanure o pas 2 law adnurting
wonten, was fnally adimitted o the Orphun’ Court in 18583,
to one of the Courrs of Common Pleas in 1884, and to the
Supreme Court of Pennsvlvania in {886, Mis, Eliza A,
Chambers entered Howard Universine Law Schoot in the
mid- 18805, She “eomplered both diplomas which ane carned
thereby, and was then adimitted to the bar .. . the Law
School ficulny rettised o hand in her name to the exanuners,
tor admission to practice, omitting her fom the list of her
mile classinaees whom they recommended, simply becuse

she was L wonuan”



Ms. Laura De Force Gordon of Stockton, Cali-
fornia, attended the 1877 session of the
California legislature to report on its pro-
ceedings for a newspaper. At that ses-
sion, according to Ms. Robinson, she
“assisted in procuring the passage of
an act permitting women to practise
law.” She went on to a successful
practice, much of it in the area of
criminal defense.

Trese proneers in the
legal world faced opposition
born our vl desp rradition 2
highiv conservanve profession. Maoy
of ther opponents’ views are laughable

now, a5 3 percent of law graduates 1z Tor the more deticaie

sex Bur anocher Kind of oppesition todav s particulariy

coutling. Open cender hosahoe ey

~roved by male col-

leagmies & repartedle on the vise, Speane examples include,
Crestriching thelr wanienyi acoess [ Kot e, quesiioning
et conunnen ey lave or wans tanties, and sugn-
fzang el veaneets o resible wers scnediies)” The ot
that woren e sen gy comnuoed s o e oo
CACLTS ARy ndures fven et sniv g one o wo
percent dirferencs exie bemveen < nand
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lnrereseegy Lo Iopmson repers guare o diferent cui-
sure gt the end o thie Lsp conun

lircicsing i must not neglect icsav hat athough no
question vasiswsd n my circular ‘etz 31 inguiry concermng
the reczpuion yricn .vomen 1ave mer rem e men of the pro-
fession. :herz nave been very few repiies recerved by me in
which there has not Seen some word 2ficsnowledgment of
the courtesy xinoress. and cordial heigiuiness with which e
have been :veicomed into the legal rasixsay our brothers of the
bench, the bar. and the law school: 7% one letter expresses
what | think many :vomen have feit,,vrsn rthe writer says.
speaking of the uniform courtesy and <indness shown towards
her by both facwity and classmates. ithar .t “was perhaps the
better appreciated since it was in marked contrast to the treat-
ment then received by ladies in the medical department of the
University. " In some places the public is slow te entrust legal
business to women attorneys; in others it readily does so, as
some of the testimony contained in this paper abundantly
proves. But «7 time. sooner or later, the lawyer everywhere who
deserves success and can both work and wait to win it, is sure

to achieve it. -the weman no less than the man. a

Exerpted from “Women Lawyers in the United States” by
Lelia J. Robinson, an 1881 graduate of Boston University School

of Law, published in the 1890 issue of The &reanBag.

oston University has strongly favored coeducation

from its foundation, and all of its departments have

been open to women. In 1874, Miss Elizabeth G.
Daniels, of Hyde Park, this State, was a student in the Law
School, but did not graduate. She married, and | have not been
able to learn her name or address, In 1877 Miss Mary Dinan
Sturgess, of Mansfield, Ohio, was enrolled as a student. She
did not graduate, and has never been admitted to the bar nor
practised, but she writes me that her legal training is of great
advantage to her in the management of her estate.

In the following year, 1878, the writer of this paper entered
the school, took the regular three years’ course, and graduat-
ed with the usual degree in 1881. About the time of graduation
she duly applied for examination for admission to the bar; but
her application was referred to the Supreme Court, before
whom the question was submitted on briefs. The following
November the rescript came down, holding that under the
statute a woman could not be admitted to the bar. (1) Shortly
afterward the Legislature passed a unanimous bill permitting
women to practise law on the same conditions as men. (2)
She then took the examination, and was admitted to Suffolk
County Bar in June, 1882. The next year the Legislature
extended the powers of women attorneys by authorizing their
appointment to a newly created office termed special com-
missioner, which enabled them to administer oaths, take
depositions, affidavits, and acknowledgments. (3) This act
was made necessary by the decision of our Supreme Court
that a woman could not be appointed a Justice of the Peace.
(4) This act was further extended last year, the powers of a
special commissioner being more fully defined, and the
authority to issue summonses for witnesses added. (5) Since
her admission to the bar she has been in constant practice in
Boston, with the exception of the time that she practised in
Seattle, Wash., during which she had the remarkable experi-
ence of trying cases before mixed juries of men and women,
and some time also which was spent in the preparation and
publication of a book intended to give rudimentary information

on legal subjects to the public at large.
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